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Honorable Melvin Price, Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
House of Representatives
Washington, D, C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I need not impress on you the need to protect sensitive compartmented
intelligence which is so vital to our Nation's intelligence collection efforts,
The Director of Central Intelligence became seriously concerned by the
increasing numbers of persons granted access to compartmented intelligence
and initiated a review within the Executive Branch to critically assess the
basis for the granting of such access. The Director has extended this review
to the Legislative Branch and issued Guidelines establishing my office as the
Community focal point to oversee the issuance of compartmented clearances
for the Congress, the General Accounting Office and the Library of Congress.

A member of my office will be in contact with Mr, John J. Ford,
Staff Director, to review existing compartmented clearances for staff
members of your Committee and to establish procedures for the issuance
of future clearances. We will represent all Community agencies which
sponsor the issuance of [clearances for staff members
on your Committee. I assure you that this program is not intended in
any way to impair the work of the Congress which requires access to
sensitive intelligence. Our only concern, which I know you share, is that
there be a clearly established need for such access.

I feel certain that in a spirit of cooperation we can work out suitable
arrangements to effectively limit and control the issuance of compartmented
clearances and thereby enhance the protection of our most vital intelligence
collection assets. Enclosed is a copy of the Director's letter to the Speaker
informing him of the program. A similar letter was sent to the President of
the Senate.

Sincerely,

Frederick P. Hitz

Enclosﬁre OLC 8- /?‘/?’/é ///V

Distribution:

Orig - Addressee w/encl
D/0S w/o/encl _
Exec Sec - Security Committee w/o/encl , :
OLC Chron w/o/encl MORI/CDF
OLC Subject w/encl '
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Honorable Walter Mondale

President of the Senate

United States Senate ' _ -
Waghington, D.C. 20510 o

Dear Mr. President:

In view of my statutory responsibility to protect intelligence sources
and methods, I became greatly concerned by the proliferation of highly
scnsitive intelligence collected and maintained withia systems of
compartmentation. I initiated a review within the Execntive Branch to
reassess the justification for existing clearances and to limit issuing

future clearances based on the strictest application of need~to-know.

This same concexrn extends to the Legislative Branch. As you know,
staff personnel of our Congressional oversight committees have been granted
access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence information. However,
due to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence within the Congress,
access has been extended to staffs of other committees. It is imperative
thai a review, similar to that underway within the Executive Branch, be
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to assure ithat current and futare
access to highly sensitive intelligence information is clearly justifiable.

Accordingly, I have designated my Legislative Counsel to serve as the
focal poiat to review all requests for such access for Congressional
staff personnel. His office will contact the chairmen and staff directors
of those cornmittees concerned to assess the justification of existing
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines to assess eritically
the need-to~know for future clearances. I do not intend in any way to
impede or impair the work of any committee which requires access to
sensitive intelligence. It is my concern, however, that the need-to~know
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, experience has shown
that most congressional requirements for substantive intelligence can
be satisfied without access to highly scusitive sources and methods
information.

Where there is a clearly justifiable nced, Members of Congress are
- glven access to sensitive intelligence information. Personal stail of ’
Members, however, have been denied such acceas aad I have realfirmed
this policy. The only exception, which I am initiating at this time, is to
grant selecizd key staff members serving in the offices of the Leadership
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of the Congress access since iw-;r privcip: 11 veceive sensitive inle llrr" e
ore a regular basis and requive stall assistonce. This will inclnde < -
designated personal staflf merabers frora the staffs of your offices, -
the President Pro-Temapore of the Senate, and Majority and Minority
L.eaders of both the Senate and the Youse. My Legislative Counsel
will be contacting your offices 1o determine which staff personnel you
have designaled for such access. Y recently received a Icttcr sigfned
rointly by Se ate Meajority Leader Roberl Byrd and Scraie. Mmomiy

L.eader Howard Baker submitiing a request for slaff access which will

be honored and handled directly with their 01f1ccx..

It is ray firm belicf that-these procec ures will not interiere with
the proper flow of intolhrfenco io the Congress, but will serve {o enhance
the protection of hi Ohly nsitive inte Ihnence sources and methods by
limiting access to an absolute need-to-know. I wounld welcome your
support to facilitate acceptance of these procedures by commitice
chairmen in uny way that you deem appropria te.. . el h

“Yours sincerely,

/u/‘: Lok

L

Falall~d
UUTUZ=Cr
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Honorable 'Thomas P. O'Neill
Speaker of the House
Iouse of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 205615

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In view of my statutory résponsibiiity to protect intelligence sources
and methods, I became greatly concerned by the proliferation of highly
sensitive intelligence collected and maintained within systems of
cormpartmentation. 7 initiated a review within theé Bxecuiive Br‘an(fh to
reassess the justitication for existing clearances and fo Jimit issuing
future clearances based on the strictest application of neefd*to—--know.

This same concern extends to the Legislative Branch. As you know,
stalf personnel of our Congressional oversight commitices hava: been granted
access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence information. However,
due to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence within the Congress,
access has been extended to staffs of other committees. It is imperative
that a review, similar to that underway within the Executive Branch, be
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to assure that current a'ngl future
access to highly sensitive intelligence information is clearly justifiable.
Accordingly, I have designated my Legislative Counsel to serve as the
focal point to review all requests for such access for Ccngresmqrml
staff personnel. His office will contact the chairmen and staff directors
of those committees concerned to assess the justification of existing
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines to assess critically
the need-to-know for future clearances. I do not intend in any way 1o
impede or impair the work of any committee which requires access to
sensitive intelligence. It is my concern, however, that the need-to~know
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, experience has shown
that most congressional requirements for substantive intelligence can
be satisfied without access to highly sensitive sources and methods
information. : ' B

Where there is a clearly justifiable need, FMembers of Congress are
given access 1o sensitive intelligence information. Personal staff of
Members, however, have been denied such access and I have reaffirmed
this policy. The only exception, which I am initiating at this time, is to
grant selectad key staff members serving in the offices of the Leadcrship
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It is my firm belief that these procedures will not intexiore w _unh
. . 3 > ree 4+ " 4 T
the proper flow of intelligence to ihe Congress, but will s}em e L()’I&nb :'_nc:(.
the protection of highly sensitive intelligence sources anc methods by
Lirniting access toThan absolute need-td-know. I would welcorne your
'y wraittee

cuooort to facilitate acceptance of these procedurcs by ot
aE [} . R . .
chairmen in any way that you deern appropriawe - -

Yours sincerely,

> - . .

Approved For Release 2006/07/28 : CIA-RDP81M00980R003200090002-6



